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SUBJECT: AMBASSADOR KIM CALLS ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
HOLBROOKE 

1 . AMBASSADOR KIM CALLED ON ASSISTANT SECRETARY HOLBROOKE 
AT THE LATTER'S REQUEST JANUARY 19 FOR A GENERAL REVIEW 

OF U.S.-KOREA BILATERAL RELATIONS PRIOR TO THE AMBASSADOR'S 
RETURN TO SEOUL ON CONSULTATIONS. 

2. HOLBROOKE NOTED THAT 1977 HAD BEEN A DIFFICULT YEAR 
IN U.S.-KOREA RELATIONS. AND THE U.S. IS DETERMINED TO 
SEE AN IMPROVEMENT IN 1978. ALREADY THE SIGNS ARE GOOD. 

THE AGREEMENT REACHED ON TONGSUN PARK AND THE RELEASE 
OF NEARLY ALL THE MYONGDONG PRISONERS ARE EVIDENCE THAT 
KOREA SHARES THIS DETERMINATION, AND THIS IS APPRECIATED 
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HERE. PRESIDENT CARTER'S LETTER TO PRESIDENT PARK AND 
HIS RECENT STATEMENT ON KOREA ARE CLEAR SIGNS OF OUR 
INTENTIONS. WE ARE PREPARED TO FIGHT TO PUT US-ROK 
RELATIONS BACK ON A SOUND FOOTING, BUT WE NEED ROKG HELP. 
WITHOUT IT, CONGRESS WON'T PASS LEGISLATION. 

3. AT HOLBROOKE’S REQUEST, GLEYSTEEN REVIEWED THE TONGSUN 
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PARK SITUATION. HE SAID OUR OBJECTIVE IS TO CLEAR THE WAY 
FOR PASSAGE OF THE EQUIPMENT TRANSFER LEGISLATION. TO 

THIS END IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE ROKG CONTINUE TO CO- 
OPERATE WITH THE INVESTIGATIONS DESPITE THE EMBARRASS- 
MENT THIS MAY CAUSE. THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT INVESTI- 
GATION IS NOW IN TRAIN; WITH REGARD TO THE CONGRESS 
WE SEE THE ETHICS COMMITTEES AS THE KEY. THE KOREAN 
GOVERNMENT NEEDS TO DEVELOP A PRACTICAL APPROACH AND 
AN EFFECTIVE CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATION FOR DEALING WITH 
THE CONGRESS. ON THE BASIS OF OUR DISCUSSIONS BOTH 
WITH THE COMMITTEES AND THE KOREAN SIDE, WE THINK A 
SATISFACTORY COMPROMISE CAN BE WORKED OUT. BUT THE 
KOREANS WILL HAVE TO BE RESPONSIVE TO THE BASIC NEEDS 
OF THE COMMITTEE (I.E. TONGSUN PARK WILL HAVE TO APPEAR 
BEFORE THE COMMITTEES UNDER MI ITT TAT .1 ,Y- ACCEPT ART ,F. CONDI- 
TIONS BEST WORKED OUT DIRECTLY WITH HUNDLEY AND PARK 
HIMSELF). FURTHERMORE. THE LONGER THE DELAY THE MORE 
DIFFICULT THE COMMITTEES' DEMANDS ARE LIKELY TO BE. 

4. KIM APPEARED TO APPRECIATE THESE ARGUMENTS, NOTING 
HOWEVER THAT IT WILL TAKE CONSIDERABLY MORE EFFORT TO 
CONVINCE HIS GOVERNMENT IN SEOUL. HE REPORTED ON A 
MEETING HE HAD HAD WITH SPEAKER O'NEILL JANUARY 18 
DURING WHICH O'NEILL URGED THAT TONGSUN PARK APPEAR 
BEFORE THE HOUSE ETHICS COMMITTEE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED START OF THE HANNA TRIAL ON 
MARCH 20. THE SPEAKER SAID THAT HE FAVORS CONGRES- 
SIONAL APPROVAL OF THE TRANSFER LEGISLATION. BUT 
WITHOUT SUCH TESTIMONY, IT WILL NOT BE ENACTED. IN 
RESPONSE TO KIM'S QUESTIONS ABOUT THE THREAT OF A 
SUBPOENA FROM THE FRASER SUBCOMMITTEE, O'NEILL 
REPORTEDLY REPLIED THAT THE KOREANS NEED NOT WORRY 
IF THEY COOPERATED WITH THE ETHICS COMMITTEES. 

5. HOLBROOKE AND GLEYSTEEN URGED THAT KIM ALSO SEE 
PETER WHITE, THE HOUSE ETHICS COMMITTEE DEPUTY SPECIAL 
COUNSEL BECAUSE KIM SHOULD HEAR DIRECTLY ABOUT THE 
COMMITTEE'S REQUIREMENTS. KIM WAS RELUCTANT TO MEET 
WITH WHITE BUT HE EVENTUALLY AGREED TO DO SO, MEETING 
WITH HIM FOR ABOUT AN HOUR AT THE DEPARTMENT. WE 
DELIBERATELY DID NOT PARTICIPATE, BUT WE UNDERSTAND 
FROM BOTH SIDES THAT THE TALK WAS CORDIAL AND USEFUL. 
WHITE TOLD US THAT HE WAS VERY FRANK IN SETTING OUT THE 
COMMITTEE'S REQUIREMENTS BUT HE AVOIDED THREATS, 

OFFERED TO BE HELPFUL ON THE QUESTION OF EASING KOREAN 
CONCERNS ABOUT THE FRASER SUBCOMMITTEE, AND SUGGESTED 
SOME FLEXIBILITY IN THE COMMITTEE'S DESIRE TO INTER- 
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VIEW KIM DONG JO AND LEE HU RAK. 

6. ON A SEPARATE SUBJECT, AMBASSADOR KIM NOTED THAT 
THE TRADITION OF SUMMIT MEETINGS BETWEEN U.S. AND KOREAN 

PRESIDENTS HAS A DETERRENT VALUE AND HE WONDERED IF 
SUCH A MEETING MIGHT BE APPROPRIATE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

GLEYSTEEN REPLIED THAT THE TIMING OF SUCH A MEETING 
WOULD BE ALL IMPORTANT, AND IT IS PREMATURE TO DISCUSS 
IT NOW. KIM ACCEPTED THIS. CHRISTOPHER 
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